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Springtime in Paris — a success thanks to you
On March 22nd, 2017 we welcomed our supporters to the stunning Old Mill Toronto and celebrated Springtime in Paris,
an event to raise funds and awareness for women and children who have experienced violence and poverty. This event
was a volunteer effort, spearheaded by an incredible group of women: Karen Skobel, Cheryl Davidson, Colleen Paterson,
Lisianne Persaud, Rachel Henry, Sheila O’Mahony and Kathleen Howie who invested their time and energy to make it a
tremendous success. From the décor to the silent auction items, everything was meticulously planned by this dream
team.
The result was a sold out evening of great friends, good food, a beautiful venue, and thanks to the generosity of our
sponsors and guests, $33,000 to support our life saving programs and services.
The night would not have been the same without the charm and infectious energy of our host, TV personality and host
of Big Brother Canada, Arisa Cox. We were also honoured to have two of our service users join us to share their stories
and the impact Women’s Habitat has made in their lives.
We were humbled to have such a great group of event sponsors: Old Mill Toronto, Metroland Media, RBC, Lantic Sugar,
BMO, Physio in the Six , Meridian Credit Union, Kingsway Dermatology & Cosmetic Centre, Fit Organix, Linda Tickins,
and Mathews Dinsdale LLP. Thank you to everyone who donated their services and silent auction items and to our committed volunteers who donated their time. We are truly grateful for your support.
Interested in how you can be involved in next year’s event? Contact Event Committee Chair Lina Almanzan at
lalmanzan@womens-habitat.ca
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Stepping up to support
our Girlz

Cinespace Film Studios provides generous 5 year funding
to Women’s Habitat’s Girlz Space program
In April we received incredible news; our supporters at Cinespace Film
Studios generously agreed to fund key components of our Girlz Space

“At Girlz Space I can be myself; I can

program over the next 5 years! The Cinespace family believes in the

be honest and share how I am feeling,

importance of constructively linking back to the local and broader com-

about my family, school and pressures

munity in significant ways. Cinespace has been instrumental in supporting our work; most recently contributing to our holiday hamper

in life. We don’t judge each other, we

program and our Springtime in Paris event. Our Girlz Space program is

support each other. I feel so safe

run through the generous support of our donors and this funding com-

here. It is such a special place for

mitment provides much needed security for the afterschool program

me.”

and summer camps. We are so thankful to the Mirkopoulos Family and

- Girlz Space participant

Cinespace Film Studios for investing in Girlz Space and supporting the
mental, emotional and physical health and wellbeing of girls.
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Upcoming events
in South Etobicoke

Out and about in support of
Women’s Habitat

For the past 39 years we have been touched by individuals, service and community groups, places of worship and local businesses who have been champions of our work. We are always impressed by the creative ways they fundraise for us. While
you are out enjoying the Spring sunshine, why not participate in a few of the amazing community events taking place to support Women’s Habitat.
Corking for a cause @ Bloor West Winery
We are so fortunate to have the support of Bloor West Winery. Located at 2869 Bloor Street West, the winery offers a unique
opportunity to give back and support us. When you drop off your corks they will take them to be recycled and proceeds from
the program will fund our programs! Recycling, giving back and a good glass of wine...doesn’t get better than that!
Charity Drive Event at Calii Love Toronto – May 11th 7:30-10:30 pm
Calii Love has a great slogan: Eat Good, Feel Good, Do Good. We couldn’t agree more. On May 11th drop off an in kind donation at Calii Love Toronto (367 King St W) and support the women and children we serve. New and unused toiletries, baby
items, non-perishable foods, gift cards and TTC tokens are always appreciated!
Drop off your yard sale items!
Alexandria Pham of Remax is planning her annual summer community yard sale in support of WH! We are so grateful for Alexandria’s support. If you would like to donate items the sale contact her at alpham@trebnet.com
Fit Organix Networking event - Sunday, May 28th from 1pm-5pm at 730 Brown's Line
Fit Organix provides delicious and complete lifestyle solutions. Join them at the Fit Organix Kitchen on May 28th; snack on
food, shop and network with over 20 small and local businesses. Raffles, prizes, and give-aways, too! Suggested donation of
$5 for all attendees, $25 for all businesses who wish to attend. All proceeds will go directly to Women’s Habitat!
Have a great idea to support us? Contact Lina at lalmanzan@womens-habitat.ca or 416-252-7949 Ext 232 today!
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An Intersectional Gender Equity Lens and
what it means to women and children
Women’s Habitat has been working to encourage the use
of a Intersectional Gender Equity Lens (#IGEL) in all government policy and budgeting decisions; but what is a Intersectional Gender Equity Lens and why is it so critical for
diverse women and children? At its very core, an Intersectional Gender Equity Lens acknowledges and analyses the
underlying root causes of disparities that different groups
of people face based on their social, cultural and economic
identities. It recognizes that both revenues and expenditures of budgets impact women in particular ways and that
these effects are compounded when gender intersects
with other identities that can include Aboriginal identity,
race, culture, creed, language, citizenship, amount and

MPP Cheri DiNovo, City Councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam, WH Community Program Manager Leila Sarangi and former Senator Nancy
Ruth

source of income, family status, dis/ability, sexual identity
and orientation, age, geographic location, among others.

table a motion requiring the Ontario government to incor-

The goal of an Intersectional Gender Equity Lens is to re-

porate a gender equity perspective in the 2018 provincial

dress and remedy these systemic disparities through fair

budget.

taxation and fair allocations of public resources.
At the federal level we were encouraged by the announceWe have worked with City Councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam,
who passed a motion through City Council to apply a Gender Equity Lens to the City’s budgeting process. The motion
includes seeking gender equity-informed partnerships with
diverse women and women-serving organizations to understand impacts of budget and policy decisions in their
lives and the developing of a disaggregated data collection
strategy designed to assess the impacts of budgetary and
policy decisions.

On April 3rd our Community Programs Manager Leila Sarangi joined Kristyn Wong-Tam, former Senator Nancy

ment by Federal Finance Minister Bill Morneau, who
shared that federal budget decisions were based in part on
the impact they’ll have on women. This is a positive step
and we encourage continued use of a gender based analysis in all federal budget decisions.

Women and children are suffering due to the inequities in
government budget making decisions, including cuts to
shelter services and unaffordable transit, housing and child
care. At Women’s Habitat we are committed to working
with all levels of government to achieve our mutual goals
of equity and prosperity for all.

Ruth and MPP Cheri DiNovo, to announce DiNovo’s plan to
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Tee up for Women’s Habitat!

Golf season is upon us!
2017 Annual Willowbrook Charity Golf Tournament hosted by GO Transit
Go Transit (a division of Metrolinx) is hosting the 2017 Annual Willowbrook Charity Golf Tournament at the Angus Glen Golf
Club on May 29th! All proceeds will benefit the essential programs and services and Women’s Habitat. For more information
contact Amanda at Amanda.Henriques@metrolinx.com

Royal LePage GTA 24th Annual Charity Golf Tournament
On Monday June 5th Royal LePage GTA will host its 24th Annual Charity Golf Tournament at the Caledon Country Club, benefiting the Royal le Page Shelter Foundation. The Royal LePage Shelter Foundation is Canada’s largest public foundation dedicated exclusively to funding women’s shelters and violence prevention programs. To register contact Joanne Verissimo at
jverissimo@royallepage.ca
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This Mother’s Day, the flowers you give could save a life.
At Women’s Habitat we provide moms the support they need to heal from
the trauma of abuse and rebuild their lives. Our emergency shelter provides moms the safe haven they need to protect themselves and their
children and our women’s and children’s counsellors’ work with the family
to heal. Our outreach counsellors ensure mom has the support and resources she needs to continue her journey, providing counselling and parenting support and assistance securing housing, child care and stable employment.
This Mother’s Day you can provide hope and opportunity for a mother escaping violence. Your donation directly funds our life saving programs and
services and your generosity reminds women that there is a community of
people who believe in them and stand by them.
When you donate $25.00 or more, we will mail your mother, wife, partner
or special woman who has had an impact on your life a cut out flower, acknowledging your contribution to our organization on her behalf.
This Mother’s Day, make a donation in her honour and provide a mom in
need a new start. Your donation could save a life.
To give your Mother’s Day gift that matters go to www.womenshabitat.ca/how-to-help/donate or contact Lina at lalmanzan@womenshabitat.ca 416-252-7949 Ext: 232.

Follow us!
@womenshabitat
WomensHabitat
@womenshabitat
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