
A holiday season filled with joy 

 
 

Once again, our community went above and beyond to deliver holiday joy 

to our clients.  Individual donors, companies, associations, clubs and faith 

groups all reached out and provided so generously.  

Our annual Holiday Party, hosted by St. Margaret’s Church was attended by 

over 250 clients. Members of the Church on the Queensway prepared all 

the food, volunteers from the Meeting House served the delicious meal 

and every child received a gift. It was a perfect evening!  
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“This year has been 
really tough. My kids 
have been through so 
much….They asked for 
nothing for Christmas. 
They knew I couldn’t 
afford anything. They 
were so surprised 
when they woke up 
and saw the gifts. I 
was in tears and so 
were they. It was 
wonderful.” 
 
~ Women's Habitat outreach 
centre client  
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None of this would have 

been possible without our 

volunteers. Serving meals, 

sorting donations,  

decorating, baking 

and cooking...the list is  

endless! You are the back-

bone of our work and we are  

honored to have you on our 

team. Thank you for your 

support!  

 

Moms know their kids best. With this in mind we developed a unique 

way of distributing the donations we receive during the holiday season. 

We set up a ‘store’ at our outreach centre and display gifts by age and 

type so moms can 'shop' for their kids. Our younger clients also get the 

opportunity to pick out gifts for their mom and siblings. Everyone  

deserves to live their lives with dignity. We are so fortunate to have  

donors and supporters who share this value and understand it’s not just 

about what you give; it’s about how you give it. 

Our volunteers 
ROCK! 



Since 2006 our outreach centre at 140 Islington Avenue has 

been providing programs and services for women and their 

children. Last year over 600 women visited our centre. Here 

they can find a nutritious meal (sometimes the only warm 

meal they received that day), parenting support or a  

counsellor ready to listen. When they are in desperate need 

they know they can come to us for a few food items 

for dinner, some diapers, or a warm coat and winter boots. 

 

Over the past decade we have seen the need for our services 

grow. More teens are joining our 'Girlz Space' youth program, 

more women are registering for our support groups and our 

Housing Worker’s case load grows steadily every year. 

 

Food provision is a key element of our programs. In 2014, we 

conducted a needs assessment and the results were clear; 

women and children desperately need the meals we offer. Our 

kitchen was in dire need of an upgrade and we were thrilled to 

receive the generous support of The Geoffrey H. Woods  

Foundation and the Ministry of Community and Social Services to create a beautiful, new kitchen. We are working 

to secure additional funds to enlarge our program space, re-locate our second bathroom for client use and create 

in-house storage. Currently we rent a storage unit that is costly and not practical. The items we need to store  

include diapers, formula and personal hygiene products that need to be easily accessible to distribute to our  

clients. 

The renovations began at the beginning of March and we expect to re-open in 4 to 6 months. As always, our first 

priority is ensuring we are able to continue to provide support to our clients while our centre is closed. 

 

“Our programs provide a vital community connection for our clients” says Women’s Habitat Executive Director, 

Silvia Samsa, “when we received this generous gift to renovate we knew we had to keep our programs going. We 

are fortunate to have our community partners; St. Margaret’s Church, the Jean Augustine Centre for Young Wom-

en’s Empowerment, LAMP CHC and JobStart, all allowing us the use of their spaces to continue our vital work”. 

 

Be sure to check out our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages to view our renovation progress and our website 

for program location details. We look forward to welcoming our clients and supporters back to our new, improved 

outreach centre! 

 

For more information on our renovation and how you can support the second phase of our project, please contact 

Lina Almanzan at lalmanzan@womens-habitat.ca 

Renovating our outreach centre  
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Valentine’s Day can be a difficult time of year for many of our  

clients. The holiday traditionally focuses on romantic love, but at 

Women’s Habitat we shift the focus. We use this holiday as an  

opportunity to talk to our teen clients about what love means to 

them and how they can set healthy boundaries in relationships. We 

celebrate all types of love including a mother’s love for her child 

and the love and friendship our clients provide for each other. 

 

This year we celebrated Valentine’s Day in the shelter by providing 

every woman with a beautiful gift courtesy of the Mystery School 

and our wonderful supporters Adrienne Peckitt, Shonna Caldwell 

and Heather Huff donated stunning floral arrangements to mark 

the occasion. 

Thanks to our generous donors everyone felt the love!  

Sharing the Love  

We use this  
holiday as an  
opportunity to 
talk to our teen  
clients about 
what love means 
to them and how 
they can set 
healthy  
boundaries in  
relationships. 

http://www.modernmysteryschoolint.com/


#IWD2016! 
We were all over the city this International Women’s Day 

(IWD), celebrating the strength, resilience and determination 

of women and sharing it all on our Facebook, Twitter and  

Instagram pages. 

 

We kicked it off at the annual IWD march alongside our allies, 

chanting and demanding equity, the end of gender-based  

violence and justice for our indigenous sisters. Post march we 

were at the fair at Ryerson University, sharing information 

about our services and selling some delicious IWD themed 

cookies!  

 

We were honored to receive an invitation to the Premier’s 

IWD reception at Queen’s Park. The event was marked with 

an announcement by the Honourable Kathleen Wynne 

that Ontario had passed the Violence and Harassment Action 

Plan Act, aimed at making workplaces, campuses and  

communities safer and more responsive to the needs of  

survivors.  

 

At our shelter, we celebrated by presenting each resident 

with a beautiful flower arrangement and an inspirational 

quote to remind her of her strength and the strength of the 

women who had come before her.  

 

We ended an incredible day at the WomanACT Soul of  

Warrior event; an evening dedicated to celebrating the  

incredible frontline workers in our sector. Our own Young 

Women’s Counsellor, Michelle Fraser was honored with the 

Lifetime Achievement Award. Michelle has worked for  

Women’s Habitat almost since our inception, with 30 years of 

dedicated service to young women affected by violence. She 

is an incredible advocate and well deserving of this  

prestigious award.  

 

Congratulations Michelle we are so proud of you! 

  

http://www.womanabuse.ca/


KEEP IN TOUCH! 

Follow us! 

@womenshabitat 
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416-252-5829 CRISIS LINE 24/7 

Volunteers are essential to strong, vibrant communities. We rely on 

our volunteers to help us deliver our programs and services to women and 

children in need. They volunteers are key partners in our mission. Some 

provide weekly support at our drop in program; setting up activities, serving 

food and greeting our clients. Some provide child care, keeping our young-

est clients happy and entertained while their moms receiving counselling. 

Others prefer a more ‘behind the scenes’ position, helping our fundraising 

team with research projects, or sorting and distributing donations. Every 

hour a volunteer donates has an immediate, positive impact on our clients.  

 

If you want to make a difference in the lives of women and children, join us! 

We are always looking for new members for our dynamic volunteer team.  

 
Our next volunteer training session will be hosted at the Toronto Public  

Library New Toronto, 110 11th Street on Wednesday April 20th 

from 5:45 to 8pm.Contact Ursula Krubnik at  

ukrubnik@womens-habitat.ca for more information.  

 

Volunteering at Women’s Habitat 

“…the real reward for 
me is in the human  
responses I receive. 
Whether its hearing the 
laughter I always try 
and inspire, or seeing 
the smile of someone 
who’s been made  
happier, these are the  
rewards I receive that 
not only fill my heart by  
nurture my soul. ”   
 
~Terry Hart, Women’s 
Habitat Volunteer 

Women’s Habitat of Etobicoke 
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