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Women’s Habitat 2016 Holiday Hamper Program an incredible success

Every year in November we gear up for our Holiday Hamper program. The program supplies gifts including toys, clothes, gift
cards and toiletries and essential food items including turkeys to the women and children we serve, both at our shelter and
our outreach centre.
While many agencies provide toys to kids during the month of December, Women’s Habitat Holiday Hamper program gives
mothers the opportunity to pick out gifts they’re sure their kids will enjoy. Our outreach centre is set up like a store and women take their time, browsing through gifts and chatting with our staff. We are honoured to serve our community and share the
incredible generosity of our donors.

This year, 240 women came through our doors and 320 children received gifts for the
holidays. We supplied 30 turkeys and 220 food hampers.
To everyone who dropped off a gift, wrote a cheque, volunteered their time or drove a mom to our centre to pick up toys,
thank you, we are honoured and grateful for your support. For more information on our holiday hamper program contact Lina
Almanzan at lalmanzan@womens-habitat.ca.

Awesome women from ADP Canada dropped
by!

A great visit from Officer Rich from Toronto
Police. Always a pleasure!

The lovely folks from the Mystery School were
so generous!
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Celebrating the strength of women

Come and enjoy a night
of food, entertainment
and shopping at our fabulous silent auction. We
are honoured to announce entertainment
reporter and television
host Arisa Cox will be
joining us as our special
guest. It all takes place at
the stunning Old Mill on
March 22, 2017. Tickets
can be purchased online
at womenshabitat.ca/
how-to-help/donate or
over the phone at 416252-7949 Ext. 232.
See you there!
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Our Strategic Plan: Best practice programs,
systems change and sustainability
In 2016 we finalized our strategic plan which will guide us into 2019. We will focus our efforts on three strategic
priorities: delivering best practice programs and services, working towards positive systems change
and strengthening organizational resilience and sustainability. In the upcoming years we look forward to achieving the goals set out in our strategic plan with the support of our community.
For more information on our new strategic directions visit: womenshabitat.ca/our-strategic-plan
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Completing
our Outreach
Centre
Renovation

Our renovation is complete thanks to our generous
community
On September 12, 2016 after a seven month long renovation, we and turned to our supporters; committed, engaged individuals,
proudly re-opened the doors of our outreach centre and wel-

organizations, agencies and service groups who value our work

comed back our community. We began this journey with the

and know that since 1978, Women’s Habitat has been helping

goal of creating a new space that could meet the need of the

families rebuild. We were overwhelmed by the response we re-

families we serve. At our centre we provide a nutritious meal at

ceived. Today we have a beautiful new space, including renovat-

every program we offer. Last year we provided 9,200 individual

ed counselling offices, much needed storage additions, essential

meals to women and children. Many of our clients share that the building upgrades and of course, a stunning new kitchen. We are
meals they receive from us are often the only secure source of

so thankful for the outpouring of support, thank you for making

food in their day. This is especially devastating to witness with

our dreams a reality.

our younger clients, who eagerly take home any left overs
offered to share with their families. Our tireless staff were cooking meals in a tiny kitchen comparable to one in a small apart-

Check out photos of the new space! womenshabitat.ca/
outreach/notices/

ment for groups as large as 25. We knew we needed to renovate
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Toronto proposed budget cuts are devastating
for women and children
Women across the city have told us clearly that the issues that need to be resolved to
alleviate poverty are housing, jobs and childcare, in addition to other services including
transit and recreation. The City promised to implement the recommendations in these
areas of their poverty reduction strategy when they unanimously adopted it in November 2015, however the 2017 budget plan considers a 2.6% cut across all divisions, with
no new investments in poverty reduction initiatives. This plan will put low-income
women and Torontonians further behind.
Toronto must do better. Women’s Habitat strongly recommends the following:
1. That a Gender Equity Lens be embedded in both the 2017 budget as well as into the
Long-Term Financial Direction of the city, since the goal of achieving equity and a truly
prosperous city for all is an ongoing process that cannot be resolved in one budget;
2. That new investments be made into affordable and social housing and that our sister
shelters operate at the same capacity as their men’s shelter counterparts, that is at the recommended 90%, not the
99% forecasted in this budget that will have detrimental impacts on homeless women;
3. that the City fund their 5 year plan to create 2000 new childcare spaces starting with this 2017 budget and that it is
imperative that new subsidized spaces are attached to them; and
4. fully fund all areas of the outstanding 2016 Poverty Reduction Action Items as well as all 2017 Poverty Reduction Action Items according to the work plan adopted by Council.
Women’s Habitat looks forward to continually working with the City to achieve our mutual goals of equity and prosperity for
all.
Read our Community Program Manager, Leila Sarangi’s full submission to the City of Toronto Budget Committee on our website at womenshabitat.ca/news/toronto-must-do-better-citys-2017-budget-plan-failing-women-and-children/

Take Action!
Go to www.togethertoronto.ca/budget2017 and tell
Mayor Tory and your City Councilor to say no to extra
fees and service cuts. Then share the link on your social
media and encourage your contacts to do the same.
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Volunteer Opportunities at Women’s Habitat
When you volunteer with Women’s Habitat you become a part of a community of committed
individuals working together to eradicate violence and poverty. There are so many ways you
can support women and children at Women’s Habitat. Here are just a few of our current
volunteer opportunities:

Child minding

Kitchen help

We are looking for caring, committed individuals to entertain children while their moms
attend our programs or speak to our counsellors at our outreach centre. If you love kids this
is the opportunity for you!

We serve a nutritious meal at every program
we offer at our outreach centre. It’s a lot of
work, but we know that food provision is essential to the families we serve. If you love cooking, we need you!

Event support

Women’s program support

All year round we are looking for people interested in helping us with community and fundraising events. If you would like to participate,
get in touch with us!

You can support our outreach counsellors to
deliver their weekly programs. Most of our programs are attended by 20 to 25 women and extra helping hands are always appreciated!

Our next volunteer information session
is April 25th at our Outreach
Centre at 140 Islington Avenue.
To register contract:
Ursula Krubnik at 416-252-7949
Ext. 230 or
ukrubnik@womens-habitat.ca
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A meaningful way to celebrate International Women’s Day
March 8th is International Women’s Day
(IWD), a day to celebrate the strength, determination and resilience of women across
the globe. In many countries, including Angola, Nepal, Afghanistan, and Burkina Faso it
is an official holiday. At Women’s Habitat it is
a time to honour the women we serve, reflect on the women who came before us and
participate in the marches, rallies, education

events and celebrations in our community.
This International Women’s Day you can
honour a woman in your life by making a donation to Women’s Habitat. Log on to
womenshabitat.ca/how-to-help/donate and
dedicate your donation to a woman who is
important to you. We will send her a card on
your behalf, acknowledging your donation.

Follow us!
@womenshabitat
WomensHabitat
@womenshabitat
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