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Celebrating 40 years of strength and service  
November 2, 2018 will mark 40 years since the inception of Women’s  
Habitat’s emergency shelter    

On November 2nd, 1978 we opened the doors to our emergency shelter. Within 2 weeks, we were full and we 

have been ever since. Over the past 40 years we have grown to expand our services to include supports and 

programming for women, children and youth 

at our community outreach centre in the heart 

of South Etobicoke. We have advocated for 

better laws, policies and services that respond 

to the needs of women and children who have 

experienced violence. We have created aware-

ness and fought against systemic oppression. 

We have partnered with our community to de-

liver inclusive, client centred  services and we 

continue to work to break down barriers within 

our own walls.   

In 2018 we will be hosting several events and 

initiatives to welcome you to join us as we cele-

brate our accomplishments, reflect of our his-

tory and honour the women who have walked through our doors. Women’s Habitat is built on a foundation of 

committed community members, donors and supporters who for 40 years have championed our mission. We 

look forward to celebrating our successes with those that made them possible.  

Want to help us celebrate 40? Contact Lina Almanzan for details lalmanzan@womens-habitat.ca  
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“I’m honoured to be part of an organization that for 40 years has been building community, supporting 

survivors, spreading awareness and challenging oppressive systems. I’m proud to work with advocates 

who challenge each other and themselves to provide women and children the best service possible”  

- Silvia Samsa 

Executive Director, Women’s Habitat of Etobicoke 

#WHE40years 

mailto:lalmanzan@womens-habitat.ca


Both our shelter and outreach centre have experienced 

another year of overwhelming demand on our services. 

Women and children are struggling to secure safe, afforda-

ble housing and once rent is paid many are left without 

enough to afford the basics. When holiday season rolls 

around, parents and caregivers feel the stress of providing 

joy and comfort to their children when there is nothing left 

in the budget. They turn to us and we turn to our commu-

nity who once again exceeded our expectations. Thank you 

to every volunteer and donor who made our holiday ham-

per program a success. We continue to be humbled by the 

generosity of our supporters. You make all the difference.  

 

We rely on the support of our community year round! Con-

tact Lina Almanzan to find out ways to support families in 

2018 lalmanzan@womens-habitat.ca  or 416-252-7949 Ext 

232 

Holiday Hamper Success 
Women’s Habitat receives overwhelming community support  

Transitions Winter 2018  2 

 

Women and children served through 
the Holiday Hamper program 

240 

320 

Frozen turkeys and full meals provided  Gift cards provided for teens 

Food baskets provided  Women’s  gifts baskets provided  

30 

190 

110 

220 

mailto:almanzan@womens-habitat..ca
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Join us in Tuscany! 
Last year we partied in Paris. This year we are off to 
Italy and revelling Under the Tuscan Sun!  

Once again Women’s Habitat’s annual 

fundraising event will be held at the stun-

ning Old Mill Toronto and hosted by the 

talented Arisa Cox, Host of Big Brother 

Canada. This year is particularly special 

because we will be commemorating our 

40th anniversary. Join us on March 21st, 

2018 and celebrate 40 years of strength, 

support and solidarity.  

Tickets are available online at:  

https://womenshabitat.ca/how-to-help/

https://www.facebook.com/oldmilltoronto/
https://www.facebook.com/arisaroo/
https://womenshabitat.ca/how-to-help/donate/
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2018 City Budget leaves women and children 
without options 
Toronto’s Poverty Reduction strategies not funded as promised 

On February 12, 2018 the City of Toronto approved its 2018 Budget. We were disappointed to see a budget 
that did not provide the needed funding to support the City’s Poverty Reduction Strategies. We had hoped 
this years budget would incorporate an intersectional gender lens that would result in adequate funding for 
the services critical to women’s prosperity: safe, affordable housing, affordable, flexible, quality child care 
and accessible recreational programs.  

For the past 3 years, Women’s Habitat has been engaged with the City in strategies and solutions to alleviate 
women’s poverty. We have urged an intersectional, gendered approach to creating these strategies and 
have partnered with our service users to share with elected officials what they are experiencing and what 
we are seeing as front line service providers.  

On January 3, 2018 our Community Programs Manager, Leila Sarangi deputed at City Hall. Her words painted 
a grim picture of what happens when women and children are left behind: 

 

With a municipal election coming up, Women’s Habitat will continue to hold policy makers accountable. We 
refuse to allow the city we love continue to hold its shameful title: Child Poverty Capital of Canada.  

 

Follow us on our Facebook and Twitter to keep up to date with our latest initiatives and how you can get in-
volved or get in touch with Leila directly at lsarangi@womens-habitat.ca  

Read Leila’s full deputation on our website at https://womenshabitat.ca/news/deputation-to-budget-
committee-2018-by-outreach-program-manager-leila-sarangi/ 

Watch footage of Leila at Kristyn Wong-Tam’s gender budgeting Town hall January 18, 2018  

 

At our Outreach Centre, we have seen an increase in women walking in believing that we are a shelter 

where they can stay. (Our shelter is at a separate, undisclosed location).  On Thursday, a woman and 

her 4 children were sent to us in a taxi by her church.  The oldest of her children was 12 and the youngest 

was 2 months.  They had been in the country for 2 nights and had nowhere to go.  Our staff spent 3 

hours trying to find her shelter.  When our office was closing, we had to put them back in a cab to the 

church ...This woman is new to the country, has no status, no income, no housing and very limited Eng-

lish and her story is not uncommon.  The recent investments into shelter spaces will not help her and 

respite centres are not appropriate.  In fact, South Etobicoke doesn’t even have a respite centre and the 

only Out of the Cold Program is for men, women are asked to leave. 

 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/toronto-2018-budget-final-vote-1.4532637
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2017/11/15/toronto-child-poverty-divided-along-racial-lines.html
https://www.facebook.com/WomensHabitat/
https://twitter.com/WomensHabitat
mailto:lsarangi@womens-habitat.ca
https://womenshabitat.ca/news/deputation-to-budget-committee-2018-by-outreach-program-manager-leila-sarangi/
https://womenshabitat.ca/news/deputation-to-budget-committee-2018-by-outreach-program-manager-leila-sarangi/
http://www.680news.com/video/2018/01/18/gender-responsive-budget-town-hall/


Follow us! 

NEW! Women’s Habitat  

@womenshabitat 

 WomensHabitat 

@womenshabitat  
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Women’s Habitat of Etobicoke 

International Women’s Day 2018  
In celebration of IWD and our 40th year we welcome you to drop by for 

free coffee and treats!  
 

Visit our outreach centre at 140 Islington 
Avenue on Friday, March 2nd, 2018 from 
8-11 am where will be giving away free 
coffee and sweets to every womyn as a 
small token of appreciation for all that 
they do.  
Men are welcome to join and make a  
donation for a coffee and donut! Come 
show your community support and     
celebrate the women in your life!  

Have a passion for gender equity and a commitment to social   

justice? Women’s Habitat is recruiting new Board members!  

Submit your application today and join our mission.  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-s-habitat-of-etobicoke/
https://twitter.com/WomensHabitat
https://www.facebook.com/WomensHabitat
https://www.instagram.com/womenshabitat/
https://www.facebook.com/WomensHabitat/
https://www.instagram.com/womenshabitat/
https://www.twitter.ca/WomensHabitat
https://womenshabitat.ca/news/womens-habitat-is-recruiting-new-board-members/

